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events. I have relied upon her exceptional organizational skills and very hard work. Thanks to our 
graduate assistant, Ximena Jiménez, for producing this issue as well as to Professor Meilán del Río 
for contributing with some pieces to this issue. A word of thanks to Ms. JoAnne M. Jurkiewicz, our 
administrative assistant, who makes the day-to day-running of WLC possible. Finally, thanks to all of 
you who have kept in touch, contributed photos and updates, supported our department through 
your presence and interest in courses, events, and programs, and in a myriad of ways have shared a 
passion for learning about world languages and cultures.  

Feliz primavera! 

Dr. Yamile Silva 
Chair and Professor of the Department of World Languages and Cultures 

Faculty Scholarship  

Dr. Marzia Caporale 

Recently published:   
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Articles in peer-reviewed journals (1) 

 "Narrativas de lo gótico en «La extraña
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Dr. Zanzana is working on a book manuscript with Dr. Christian Krokus of the Theology Department 
at the University of Scranton. Title of the Manuscript: Christian de Chergé. Publisher: Orbis Modern 
Spiritual Masters Series, Orbis Books, January 2024. He will translate selected writings by Christian 
de Chergé from French to English and contribute an introduction to the life of the prior of the 
Trappist monastery of Our Lady of Atlas in Algeria who strove tirelessly to promote Christian and 
Muslim dialogue and unity. 

Dr. Zanzana will serve as co-editor, with Dr. Marzia Caporale (editor) and Dr. Claire Mouflard 
(Hamilton College), on a manuscript titled, “Gender in French Banlieue Cinema: Intersectional 
Perspectives” The book will be published by Lexington Books, An imprint of the Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc. 

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Virginia Picchietti 
By: Ximena Jimenez 
What languages do you speak, and which would 
you say is your favorite? 

I speak Italian, English, and French. I would choose French 
because I love the way it sounds. 

What made you interested in learning and studying 
other languages? 

I learned English in grammar school here in the US. I 
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What are your favorite courses to teach and why? 

I love teaching the language courses because they help students learn Italian and be in conversation 
with another culture. 

I love teaching Italian literature and cinema courses because we get to discuss issues such as social 
justice, class, and gender from the perspective of Italians. 
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Student Spotlights  
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was able to see Alsace, Paris, and the South of France. I have also been blessed with a work study job 
as a French tutor at the Language Learning Center. Moreover, I have been able to cultivate worldly 
knowledge about cultures, history, and traditions that I never knew about. Studying French has 
allowed me to meet so many wonderful people and helped open my eyes to different cultures around 
me.  

What career or job are you aiming for?  

I am currently on the pre-vet track and applying to veterinarian school this upcoming cycle. My goal 
is to become a small animal exotics vet (reptiles, small mammals, fish, and birds).  

What has been your favorite French class? Why?  

One of my favorite language classes here at the University of Scranton was French Conversation. I 
loved being able to discuss different topics and learn more about the students I have been in French 
with since I started courses here. I also really enjoyed the course that pertained to Francophone 
Women Authors. This course really heightened my reading ability and allowed me to understand 
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Recent Graduates  

By: Jaime Meilán    
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Alumni Spotlight   
Bob Bednar  
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In the Language Learning Center, students participate in online language learning activities. They 
also take an interactive quiz to learn more about the language they are studying. According to McCae 
Dougher, current University of Scranton Spanish Secondary Education major and previous Spanish 
Immersion Day student, “The best part was visiting the Language Learning Center in O’Hara Hall. It 
was so fascinating to me that there was an entire lab dedicated to 
learning languages.” 

Next, they attend an elementary language class, the highlight of the 
day, taught by a Fulbright Teaching Assistant or visiting instructor 
from another country. These classes are interactive so high school 
students can participate in activities with university students and 
practice their language skills. Then, they enjoy lunch in the cafeteria 
and tour the University. Stephanie Namlick, a Spanish teacher from 
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