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Dr. Yamile Silva 

Fellowships: 

¶ 6LOYD¶V�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�7KH�*DLO�DQG�)UDQFLV�6ODWWHU\�&HQWHU�IRU�,JQDWLDQ�Humanities Fellowship was 
granted for the Spring 2025. 

Talks: 

¶ %\�LQYLWDWLRQ��6LOYD�SUHVHQWHG�KHU�WDON�³µ0RUH�DERXW�WKH�6DQWR�'RPLQJR�&DVH¶��:ULWLQJV�E\�$ELJDLO�0HMtD�
on the US Occupation of the Dominican Republic (1916-�����´�DW�WKH�&ODVVLFDO�DQG�0RGHUQ�/DQJXDJHV�
and Literatures Department at Texas Tech University on January 24, 2024. 

¶ %\�,QYLWDWLRQ��6LOYD�SUHVHQWHG�KHU�WDON�³$IWHU�����\HDUV�RI�WKH�GH-RFFXSDWLRQ��$ELJDtO�0HMtD¶V�ZULWLQJV�RQ�
WKH�86�2FFXSDWLRQ´�DW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)RUHLJQ�/DQJXDJHV��/LWHUDWXUHV�DQG�&XOWXUHV�DW�-DPHV�
Madison University on February 24, 2024. 

¶ 6LOYD�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�KHU�SDSHU�³³4XLHUR�TXH�PH�GHV�VDWLVIDFFLyQ�D�PL�\�DO�PXQGR´��5HODFLyQ�GH�ORV�XOWUDMHV�
D�ORV�LQGLRV�HQ�ORV�5HLQRV�GHO�3HU~�������´�LQ�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�6WXGLHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��/$6$��FRQIHUHQFH�
in Bogotá, Colombia on June 15, 2024. 

Service to the Profession: 

¶ 
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I wanted to avoid learning things incorrectly. I was thrilled to discover the University had Japanese language 

courses.  

How has knowing another language helped you in your studies? Job? Personal life? Future 
career? 
 
I¶ve always believed that studying the language adds a lot more structure to my academics. Discussing this with 
fellow students who have also studied Japanese here, we all seem to agree. Personally, it has brought immense 
joy to my life. Learning Japanese is a delight, and it¶s a language I¶ve always wanted to master. In terms of my 
future career, I aspire to work in Japan. So, as you can imagine, progressing in my studies is very fulfilling, 
prompting me to step aside and contemplate more about what I¶d like my future to look like.  
 
Tell me about your past study abroad experience or future study abroad experience? 
 
,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\�SDVW�H[SHULHQFHV��EXW�,�DP�SODQQLQJ�WR�VWXG\�DEURDG�WKLV�VXPPHU�DW�6RSKLD�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�
Tokyo.  
 
What has been your favorite language class? Why?  

,¶YH�RQO\�WDNHQ�-DSDQHVH�KHUH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�WKDW�,¶G�EH�DEOH�WR�SLFN�DQ\�RI�WKH�FRXUVHV�DV�
my favorite because each of the professors I had the privileged opportunity to work with had such a special and 
unique way of teaching. I will forever be grateful to my first professor, Professor Fukube, who helped set me up 
for success through his structured style that reinforced all my foundations for the language. Despite his 
departure from the University, I continue to rave about him whenever I can! The following year, Professor 
Matsui was so encouraging and hardworking. As I continued with the language, he helped me believe in myself 
when I was feeling overwhelmed with all of my studies along the way. He is deeply caring and still so 
supportive to me and all his students. I felt my conversational Japanese begin to feel much more solid that 
year. My current professor, Professor Omori, is delightful and brilliant. My year with her has been almost 
entirely one-on-one. She works hard to challenge me and focuses on my weaknesses, all while providing such a 
fun and enjoyable experience. 

What is the best thing about studying a language at the University of Scranton?  
 
For me, the support from professors and the connections with fellow students have been invaluable. The 
friendships formed and the meaningful connections with professors have truly enriched my journey. 
 
What have you learned about the Japanese culture? 
 
$V�,�FRQWLQXH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�WKH�LQWULFDFLHV�RI�-DSDQHVH�FXOWXUH��SLQSRLQWLQJ�VSHFLILF�DVSHFWV�LV�GLIILFXOW��7KHUH¶V�
VR�PXFK�,¶YH�OHDUQHG��DQG�LW�IHHOV�OLNH�,¶m constantly learning something new. One of my favorite aspects to 
explore is their holidays and celebrations. I truly value learning about the customs and traditions associated 
with these special occasions, I appreciate that there is always so much thoughtfulness woven into these 
celebrations. 
 
What advice do you have for students who are considering studying another language?  
 
I wholeheartedly encourage it. While it may seem intimidating at the start, numerous resources are available 
for support. Professors are eager to assist students, and the LLC provides tutors who are happy to work with 
students, whether for language practice or to address any challenges they may be facing. 
 
What do you enjoy in your free time? 
 
I enjoy reading, running, video games, spen2>6<
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microprocessor, which started the personal-FRPSXWLQJ�UHYROXWLRQ��,W¶V�TXLWH�D�OHDUQLQJ�FXUYH��EXW�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�
rewarding.  
 
Future career? 
 
It¶s hard to say. As a computer science student, I constantly discover new aspects of the field, some of which I 
didn¶t anticipate appreciating so much. The more I learn, the more my perspective evolves. In any case, I hope 
to be making some sort of contribution to technological advancement in Japan. 

 
Blaze Bono 

 
Year: Senior 

Major: Finance 

Minor: Italian  

Blaze Bono, originally from Staten Island, minored in Italian here at the 
University. +H�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�DQRWKHU�ODQJXDJH�JURZLQJ�XS�DV�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�VLGH�RI�
the family spoke the Sicilian dialect. Because his generation of the family GLGQ¶W�
speak Italian, he took it upon himself to learn the language in college. Another 
reason he was motivated to learn another language was because he wanted to 
appreciate Italian culture more. Picking up another language has helped change 
his perspective as he can see things from not only an American view but also an 
Italian point of view. 

During Spring 2023, he studied abroad in Milan at the Università Cattolica del 
Sacro Cuore. His daily routine included grabbing an espresso at the local café, 
commuting to class, and hanging out with friends at the end of the day. During 
this experience, he learned more about the culture and the mentality they held. He noted that Europeans work 
to live whereas Americans have the mentality of living to work. He also noticed the hospitality and how willing 
people were to help as well as the strong sense of community. His favorite part of the trip was the food and how 
each region had its own signature dish��³(YHU\�SDUW�RI�,WDO\�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�RIIHU�´�KH�VDLG� 

His favorite class so far has been Italian 482: Advanced Guided Writing because it was where he saw the most 
growth in knowledge and familiarity with the language due to how writing and reading-intensive the course 
was. He believes this class served as an excellent segway into his study abroad trip.  For anyone hoping to learn 
another language, he advises to just do it as it is a valuable life skill.  

For fun, he loves to watch soccer, read books, and spend time with family and friends. In the future, Blaze 
hopes to work in wealth management or start in an entry level office role where he can eventually build his own 
clientele. He noted that if there were an opportunity to work in Milan, he would definitely move there.  

Headshot of Blaze Bono in Milan 
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Jamie Santiago 

Year: Senior 

Major: International Business with a French Concentration 

I'm a Puerto Rican student who moved to Scranton when I was five years old. 
I chose to major in International-French Business because I've been 
fascinated by the gaps in language since I was a little girl and navigating my 
way around them. I've since wanted to learn many more and hope to explore 
Arabic and Farsi next (which has Arabic and French loan words). Growing 
up, I also served as a translator for those around me, so I understand the 
importance of language for communication and for having the tools to 
understand your own self-expression.  

At Scranton High School, I had an incredibly overqualified, fantastic French teacher (Mr. Andrew Witko) who 
further fed this passion within me, and so I chose the University's specialized major, opting for French as my 
concentration. I'm currently doing philosophical research on language & semantics while being mentored by an 
inspiring professor (Dr. Andrew LaZella). I'd like to continue my work in semantics, activism efforts, and 
eventually move into environmentally regenerative business projects. 

 

VISITING INSTRUCTOR SPOTLIGHT 

Yun (Lily) Chiang  
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providing the TOCFL (Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language), and all my students worked hard and passed the 
test with good grades. 

What places have you v
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From learning how to sound like a German to ordering croissants 
in a French bakery, these high school students learned six 
ODQJXDJHV�IURP�WKH�:RUOG�/DQJXDJHV�DQG�&XOWXUHV�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�
Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistants and Visiting 
Instructors. Students learned to distinguish Chinese tones and 
practiced reading Japanese hiragana, katakana, and kanji 
through manga. They learned what Argentinians value (futbol, 
mate, and time with family and friends) and practiced finding 
Arabic letters in different parts of the word. 

%XW�WKHLU�VWXGLHV�H[SDQGHG�EH\RQG�WKHVH�LQVWUXFWRUV¶�ODQJXDJHV��
6WXGHQWV�DOVR�KDG�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�WKH�)/7$V¶�DQG�
YLVLWLQJ�LQVWUXFWRUV¶�FRXQWULHV�DV�ZHOO�WKURXJK�LQWHUDFWLYH�GLVSOD\V�
on each of their countries. Students explored cuisine and the 
beautiful landscapes of Tunisia as well as traditions and festivals 
of Germany. They practiced their Japanese calligraphy and 
watched a Ghibli movie. They guessed Chinese characters and 
learned about Taiwanese culture and geography. They explored 
)UDQFH¶V�RYerseas territories and delicious cuisine and learned 
about iconic Argentinian people, regions, and food. 

World Language Day served to motivate and inspire students to 
continue in their language learning journeys by demonstrating 
how languages create opportunities for engagement with other cultures and communities around the world. 
Languages open doors to other people, other opportunities, and ultimately, other worlds, and this event aimed 
to inspire students to continue learning languages and exploring other cultures. 

 
Asian New Year 

By: Naoko Omori & Yun Chiang 

Naoko Omori
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and traditions of the Lunar New Year with students. The atmosphere was vibrant as so many students 
attended.  

At the beginning of the event, they enjoyed wonderful Asian dishes, including dumplings, spring rolls, and 
sushi. After dinner, they held a chopsticks competition. Every student was excited, and there was great 
teamwork during the game. The chopsticks competition was not only fun but also educational, helping students 
gain insight into Asian culture. 

The last part of the event was her presentation about the Lunar New Year in China and Taiwan. She aimed to 
educate students about the specific activities and foods traditionally associated with the festival. Chiang 
introduced foods 
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The Year of the Dragon 

According to the Chinese Zodiac calendar, 2024 is the year of the dragon. Join Taiwanese visiting instructor 
Lily Chiang as she teaches us about the symbolism of the dragon in China and Taiwan and shares the legend of 
the dragon. You will experience traditional Chinese paper-cutting art and taste delicious Taiwanese desserts. 
Join us on March 25th from 4:30-5:30 P.M. in Leahy 235 (Kane Forum). 

2024 TA Talks 

Join the World Languages and Cultures Department at the 2024 TA Talks. Explore these cultural five countries 
through the perspectives of international instructors who teach their languages at the University of Scranton. 
These Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistants and Visiting Instructors will give their personal insights 
into each of their countries around the globe, sharing about daily life, cultural values, and what they love about 
their home countries. Register here for these two TA Talks to learn about Germany, Japan, Argentina, France, 
and Tunisia. 

Germany & Japan 
Tuesday, April 9th 
11:30 A.M. – 1:30 PM 
Brennan 509 

Discover the history and culture of Germany with Joshua Hartmann from Dresden, Germany and learn about 
daily life and popular past times in Japan with instructor Naoko Omori from Kobe, Japan. 

Argentina, France, & Tunisia  
Thursday, April 25th  
4:30-6:30 PM  
Brennan 509 

Learn about the beauty of Tunisian landscapes and the history of social reform in Tunisia with Rahma Baklouti 
from Monastir, Tunisia and explore the beautiful landscapes and unique cultural traditions of Argentina with 
Sheila Mignolet from Cipolletti, Argentina. Get a glimpse into French culture from a native Parisian and 
explore the French-speaking world with Héloïse Vérissi. 

Tunisian Event 

Mark your calendars for April 15th! Arabic TA Rahma Baklouti will be sharing a taste of Tunisian culture from 
4:30-5:30 in Leahy 235. 

FALL COURSES 2024 

SPANISH: Elementary Spanish 1 (SPAN 101), Intermediate Spanish 1
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ARABIC: Elementary Arabic (ARAB 101) and Intermediate Arabic 1 (ARAB 211) 

JAPANESE: Elementary Japanese 1 (JPN 101) and Intermediate Japanese 1 (JPN 211) 

CHINESE: Elementary Chinese (CNS 101), Intermediate Chinese (CNS 211), and Advanced Chinese (CNS 311) 

GREEK: Elementary Greek 1 (GRK 111), Greek Literature & Mythology (GRK 213) 

LATIN: Elementary Latin 1 (LAT 111) 

RUSSIAN: Intense Elementary Russian (RUSS 110) 

ASL: American Sign Language 1 (ASL 101) 

WORLD LITERATURE: Intro to World Lit (LIT 105) & Global Aesthetics of Care (LIT 107x) 

LANGUAGE LEARNING CENTER  

7KH�/DQJXDJH�/HDUQLQJ�&HQWHU��ORFDWHG�LQ�2¶+DUD������RIIHUV�ODQJXDJH�OHDUQLQJ�VXSSRUW�IRU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�

community members learning Spanish, French, Italian, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, and English. Services 

available include language conversation hours, a computer lab, language tutoring, a database of language 

resources, and more. The LLC also offers English as a Second Language tutoring to adult English learners in 

the community and hosts events for local students and community members such as the annual TA Talks, 

various cultural events hosted by our Fulbright TAs, and high school immersion days. Curious about how the 

Language Learning Center can help you learn a language or improve your language skills? Contact Hannah 

Grijincu at Hannah.grijincu@scranton.edu or 570-941-4711. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

6WD\�XS�WR�GDWH�ZLWK�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�DFWLYLWLHV��HYHQWV��QHZV��DQG�KLJKOLJKWV�E\�IROORZLQJ�WKH�:RUOG�/DQJXDJHV�

DQG�&XOWXUHV�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�)DFHERRN��7ZLWWHU�DQG�,QVWDJUDP�SDJHV�OLVWHG�EHORZ�� 

 

https://www.facebook.com/uofsworldlanguages   

 

https://www.twitter.com/uofscranton_wlc 

 

https://www.instagram.com/uofs_worldlanguages/  

https://www.facebook.com/uofsworldlanguages
https://www.twitter.com/uofscranton_wlc
https://www.instagram.com/uofs_worldlanguages/

