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I. APPLICATION FORM/COVER SHEET 

APPLICANT(s): Dr. Yamile Silva, Dpt. Of World Languages and Cultures  

TITLE OF PROPOSAL: Transatlantic Connections: Abigail Mejía’s political essays in the 

Spanish newspapers 

Total amount requested: $ ___2,000__________  

Project Start date: 7/1/24   Project End date: 11/1/24 

Approvals (if required)  

IACUC     Date Reviewed    

Date Approved  

IRB         Date Reviewed    

Date Approved  

IBC         Date Reviewed  Date Approved   

***************************************************************************  
ABSTRACT   

 
In May of 1916, the US Marines occupied Santo Domingo, the capital of the Dominican Republic. 

There was confusion over their motives, but the occupation and dollar diplomacy continued until 1924. 

According to Lorgia García Peña, during this time, "The U.S. military and marines controlled the 

population for eight years through censorship, intimidation, fear, and military force." However, the 

occupation also opened opportunities for Dominican feminists. They wrote articles and gave lectures 

denouncing the invasion of the United States. Las Damas de Santiago led by Ercilia Pepín, even wrote 

a letter to the Commission of North American Senators and collected signatures in 1921. Patriotic 

evenings multiplied, and the Comité de Damas organized a "Patriotic Week" in August of 1922. This 

proposed grant will support a short stay of four weeks (July 1-July 31, 2024) to get access to 

Dominican writer Abigail Mejía’s political texts located in the Biblioteca Francesca Bonnemaison, the 

Women’s Library of Barcelona, as well as the Archivo de la Ciudad de Barcelona to which I haven’t 

been able to get access. The grant proposal aims to facilitate the project's fundamental research 

activities in two different archives and the transcription of the texts. After getting access to Mejía’s 

political writings, and following Sarah Ahmed in The Cultural Politics of Emotion (2015), I will write a 

chapter analyzing 1) how Mejía employs her writing to generate affects; 2) how does she manage the 
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affects produced by the American invasion; and, 3) in what way does she promote a project that is at 
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G. Other 0 

G. Total Other 0 

H. TOTAL PROJECT COST 5,830 

I. AMOUNT REQUESTED ���0�D�[�������������������L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�������������������F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� 2,000 

J. Subtract I from H -���,�I���+���L�V���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���,�����H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���L�Q���%�X�G�J�H�W���-�X�V�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���K�R�Z��
�W�K�H���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� 

3,830 

  

III. BUDGET JUSTIFICATION (one page)�� 
 

 This grant will cover round-trip airfare and per diem for one week. Personal funds will cover housing, 

transportation in Barcelona, remaining per diem, and travel between Newark airport and home. Per 

diem has been calculated as listed in 

https://aoprals.state.gov/web920/per_diem_action.asp?MenuHide=1&CountryCode=1107 
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‘revolutionary outbreaks along the border’” (emphasis mine, Tilda 119). The various internal uprisings 

and political instability throughout the island were not in the interests of the United States. In 1916 

President Wilson would argue that the Dominican government under Juan Isidro Jimenes had failed to 

comply specifically with Article 3 of the Convention of 1907, which states, “Until the Dominican 

Republic has paid the full amount of the bonds of the debt, its public debt shall not be increased except 

by previous agreement between the Dominican Government and the United States…”4. Thus, on May 

15, 1916, the military occupation would begin, and by July all the strategic points of the country were 

controlled by the marines. In November of that same year, the U.S. declared “a state of military 

occupation with all the consequences thereof” as Captain H.S. Knapp would affirm in his November 

29, 1916 speech. The occupation and so called “dollar diplomacy” would last until 1924. In the words 

of Lorgia García-Peña, “Despite the local armed and intellectual resistance, the U.S. military was 

successful in controlling Hispaniola’s population through censorship, intimidation, fear, and military 

force" (60). During the years of occupation, various antiimperialist groups emerged that brought 

together a range of sectors within Dominican society — labor leaders, former politicians, merchants, 

feminists, clergy — that animated the “foundation of diverse nationalist organizations; the realization 

of protest campaigns in cities in the United States, Spain, and Latin America; the celebration of civic 

demonstrations in urban spaces in the Dominican Republic; and, above all, the publication of a militant 

nationalist propaganda aimed at validating the right of the occupied people to exercise its full 

sovereignty” (De León, 111). 1920 saw the creation of the Juntas Nacionalistas Dominicanas, La Junta 

Patriótica de Damas, and La Unión Nacionalista Dominicana, among others.  In a way, the U.S. 

occupation opened doors for Dominican women to participate in these public forums, removing 

limitations that had confined them to the private sphere of the home. As Quisqueya Lora notes in her 

introduction to Ideario Femenino by Abigail Mejía, “regular teachers were dedicated to holding 

conferences, giving lectures, and writing articles denouncing the U.S. invasion. The Las Damas de 

 
4 All the historical documents related to this agreement are available at 
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1907p1/d263. 
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Santiago, led by Ercilia Pepín in 1921, wrote a missive to the Commission of North American Senators 

and collected signatures. More and more, veladas patrióticas5 were held and the [Comité de Damas] 

organized a “Week of Patriotism” in August 1922”.6 The occupation, therefore, afforded agency to 

these women and granted them political participation. In her book Feminism for the Americas, 

Katherine Marino points out that less than a decade later, in 1928, thanks to the anti-imperialist 

movements that responded to the various U.S. interventions in Latin America, "the Pan-American 

feminism would gain profound influence and would shape new activism for international women's 

rights at the 1928 Pan American Conference in Havana, Cuba." Almost ten years earlier, Dominican 

feminists strategically used the space opened by anti-imperialist protests. 

Abigail Mejía, who had lived in Barcelona since 1908, was in Spain at the time of the 1916 invasion. 

The cultural production of this Dominican writer (1895-1941)7 follows very closely after the social, 

political, and cultural evolution of the Dominican Republic and Spain.  During her years in Barcelona, 

she obtained a degree in normal school in 1919 and published Por entre frivolidades

���P�R��°� H�G��- 
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remains to the National Pantheon (Panteón de la Patria), where national heroes reside, by presidential 

decree 164-23 on Sep 28, 2023. As an expert on Mejía's work, I was invited by the Dominican 

Government to attend this event. These two watershed moments signify the much-needed, long-

overdue recognition of Mejía’s contributions. My research contributes to this crucial moment and is 

primed to help make her cultural production more accessible. Through this grant, I will recover her 

political discourses in local archives in Spain to draw attention to her underappreciated and overlooked 

cultural productions. 

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V 

AHMED, Sara. 
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Dr. Yamile Silva 
Scholarly Selected Publications 

     Invited Editor for a special issue in refereed journal (1) 
 - " ‘Yo llana estoy’: jerarquías, transgresiones y despliegues de género en América hispana colonial 
(1492- 1898)” Co-edited with Ana María Díaz (Oberlin College). Thematic Dossier. Revista de 
Estudios de Género y Sexualidades/Journal of Gender and Sexuality Studies (Michigan State 
University Press) Vol. 48.1 (June 2022), Introduction, 5 essays, 2 academic interviews. 50,000 words. 
      Edited volumes, editions and anthologies (6) 
 – Silva, Yamile (Ed). Entre Frivolidades
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