
About the IRBGuidance and FAQs 
for Student 

Researchers

This presentation is limited solely to providing supplemental information for student researchers considering an application for IRB review. It does not 
replace or in any way supersede content addressed in federal regulations and/or the official University of Scranton IRB Policy and associated procedures, nor 

does it serve as official guidance or judgment for specific research projects and IRB applications. The official IRB policy and other official resources are 
available via the IRB Website.

/academics/provost/research/sub%20pages/IRB.shtml




Who is the IRB at the University of Scranton?

At the University, IRB activities involve the following individuals and groups: 

Å The Chief Research Officer, the institutional official responsible for all research activity conducted at the 
University of Scranton (Dr. David Marx, Associate Provost)

Å The IRB Administrator, the institutional official charged with responsibility for the management and 





What is the IRB 
process, and 

how long does 
it take? 

The length of the IRB review process depends upon several factors:

Å The completeness/thoroughness of the IRB application: 
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addressed nearly always do not include ample information for the to 
make its judgments. 
Å Whether all documents are provided Ȃ including copies of all 

communications to subjects (e.g., recruitment messages), research 
tools (like a survey), and IRB training documentation
Å An application with very little/lean description, missing elements, or 

lacking documentation almost always result in a response from the IRB 
that more information is required. 

Å Whether Exempt, Expedited, or Full review is required: 
Å Expedited and Exempt projects do not need to wait for an IRB 

committee meeting for review. They are reviewed on a rolling basis 
upon receipt. The IRB is committed to making a first review of these 
within  seven business days. 
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What does the 
IRB need to 

know? 

Å The IRB process includes two types of applications (Exempt, or 
Expedited/Full) that are designed to gather the information needed to 
help it make a determination about what level of review, approval, and 
oversight is needed. 

Å The IRB needs to know about 
Å The history/background of the project (enough to have a clear 

understanding of its nature and purpose) 
Å A clear description of who the research subjects are, and how they 

were selected and recruited
Å The research design and methodology
Å When and how investigators will be interacting with human subjects
Å The types of communications, materials, and documents that human 

subjects will receive
Å How informed consent to participate in the study will be provided and 

obtained
Å Description of any potential risks that participants may encounter, 

and how those will be minimized 
Å What personally identifiable data investigators will have or obtain 

about and from subjects during any part of the research project 
Å What steps will be taken to secure that data appropriately 









What are some of the common areas of clarification or types 
of modification that the IRB may require before approving? 







IRB Education 
and Training 

Å All persons conducing HSR at the University of Scranton must 
complete required IRB training. 

Å IRB training requirements are outlined in the IRB policy and other 
supporting documents. 

Å In general, researchers need to complete basic social and behavioral 
research training modules, though others may also be needed/apply 
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